English Department   •   College of Arts and Sciences     •   University of Southern Maine
English 150, Topics in Literature: Tradition & Rebellion        •
 Spring 2002

M-W 2:45-4:00

326 Luther Bonney

Instructor:  Mark Phillipson

Office: 3-I Luther Bonney

Office Hours:  M W 4-5, or by appt.

Telephone: 780-4676

Mailbox:  In the English Department office, 311 Luther Bonney

Email: rebel@clayfox.com

Class Web site:  http://www.clayfox.com/usm/rebel

Texts

Shakespeare, Hamlet  

* Milton, Paradise Lost  (Book I )  

* Burke, A Philosophical Enquiry into the Sublime and the Beautiful  (short selections)

* Blake, “The Marriage of Heaven and Hell”  

Lewis, The Monk  

* Coleridge, “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner”  

* Byron, Cain  (selections)

Bronte, Wuthering Heights

* Material will be handed out.

Course Description

What motivates a deliberate embrace of the “dark side”? For a coherent, developing answer to this psychological inquiry, this course focuses on a line of British literature that examines—even celebrates—wholehearted rebellion. We’ll look at a variety of genres (plays, poems, novels, and polemics), tracking the aesthetic and political purposes of a rebel hero. Throughout the semester we’ll pay attention to a paradox that complicates defiance: the traditional basis of what seems like a very individualistic stance.

Course Schedule

	Date
	Class Activity
	Reading Due
	Essays Due

	Jan. 14
	Organization
	
	

	Jan. 16
	Hamlet intro
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Jan. 21
	MLK Day – no class
	
	

	Jan. 23
	Hamlet
	H Act I
	

	
	
	
	

	Jan 28
	Hamlet
	H Act 2
	

	Jan. 30
	Hamlet
	H Act 3
	

	
	
	
	

	Feb. 4
	Hamlet
	H Act 4
	

	Feb. 6
	Hamlet
	H Act 5
	

	
	
	
	

	Feb. 11
	Paradise Lost 
	PL 1 lines 1-375
	

	Feb. 13
	Paradise Lost
	PL 1 lines 506-795
	

	
	
	
	

	Feb. 18
	Winter Vacation – no class
	
	

	Feb. 20
	Winter Vacation – no class
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Feb. 25
	The Marriage of Heaven & Hell
	MHH plates 1-14
	

	Feb. 27
	The Marriage of Heaven & Hell
	MHH plates 15-25
	

	
	
	
	

	Mar. 4
	Enquiry…Sublime & Beautiful
	Selection
	

	Mar. 6
	The Monk
	M p. 7-91
	Essay 1 due

	
	
	
	

	Mar. 11
	The Monk
	M pp. 91-191
	

	Mar. 13
	The Monk
	M pp. 192-255
	

	
	
	
	

	Mar. 18
	The Monk
	M pp. 256-343
	

	Mar. 20
	The Monk
	M pp. 343-420
	

	
	
	
	

	Mar. 25
	Spring Vacation – no class
	
	

	Mar. 27
	Spring Vacation – no class
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apr. 1
	The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
	RAM 1-4
	

	Apr. 3
	The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
	RAM 5-7
	

	
	
	
	

	Apr. 8
	Byron:  Lara  
	Selection
	

	Apr. 10
	Byron:  Cain  
	Selection
	

	
	
	
	

	Apr. 15
	Wuthering Heights
	WH ch. 1-10
	

	Apr. 17
	Wuthering Heights
	WH ch. 11-17
	

	
	
	
	

	Apr. 22
	Wuthering Heights
	WH ch. 18-30
	

	Apr. 24
	Wuthering Heights
	WH ch. 31-34
	

	
	
	
	

	Apr. 29
	Wuthering Heights
	
	Essay 2 due

	May 1
	Adios
	
	

	
	
	
	


Basis of Grading & Policies

• Two analytic essays and one research report  (50% of final grade)

All papers must be typed, double-spaced, sporting regular margins and font sizes. 

The analytic essays should be 4-5 pages long, organized into a clear introduction, body, and conclusion. 

The research report will include a short, annotated bibliography.   

Papers are due at the beginning of class on the days indicated above. Late submissions sink one half grade for every class that meets after they’re due. Extensions may be arranged up to a week before the due date.

• Participation (25% of final grade)

Participation counts heavily towards your final grade—much more than any single assignment.  I’ll be measuring the dependability of your punctual attendance, as well as your effort to keep the discussion interesting and coherent. If you’ve proven yourself steady and honorable and cheerful in keeping up with all demands of this class, you’ll be rewarded here.

More than six absences over the course of the semester guarantee an ‘F’.

• Responses (15% of final grade)

When a response is due, it must be emailed to rebel@clayfox.com before class meets. Responses emailed afterwards won’t be accepted.  I’ll let you know that I received the response on time. 

Do not send responses as attachments. Copy the text and paste it into the body of a regular email message. In addition, print out a copy of the response and bring it to class with you.

You are welcome to build on a response, using it as the basis for one of your longer essays.  

Steady, timely responses will boost your participation grade.  At the end of the semester, I’ll assign a grade to the collection. 

 • Class Presentation  (10% of final grade)

Each student will at one point ‘host’ the class. That involves giving us a brief, succinct summary of your research project (which you’ll hand into me that day), and answering questions during class discussion. Signups for presentations will happen early in the semester.

